
MINUTES

PLANNING COMMITTEE

October 21, 2020

A meeting of the Planning Committee of the Council of the County of Kaua’i,
State of Hawai’i, was called to order by Mason K. Chock, Chair, at the Council
Chambers, 4396 Rice Street, Suite 201, LIhu’e, Kaua’i, on Wednesday,
October 21, 2020, at 8:45 a.m., after which the following Members answered the call
of the roll:

Honorable Felicia Cowden
Honorable Luke A. Evslin (via remote technology)
Honorable Ross Kagawa
Honorable KipuKai Kuali’i
Honorable Mason K. Chock
Honorable Arryl Kaneshiro, Ex-Officio Member

Excused: Honorable Arthur Brun*, Ex-Officio Member

Minutes of the October 7, 2020 Planning Committee Meeting.

Upon motion duly made by Councilmember Kuali’i, seconded by
Councilmember Cowden, and unanimously carried, the Minutes of the
October 7, 2020 Planning Committee Meeting was approved.

The Committee proceeded on its agenda items as follows:

Bill No. 2797 A BILL FOR AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING
REGULATIONS, PROCEDURES, ZONING, DEVELOPMENT
PLANS, AND FUTURE GROWTH AREAS FOR THE
HANAPEPE-’ELE’ELE PLANNING DISTRICT AND THE
WAIMEA-KEKAHA PLANNING DISTRICT IN CHAPTER 10,
KAUA’I COUNTY CODE 1987, AS AMENDED, AND
ESTABLISHING EXCEPTIONS, MODIFICATIONS, AND
ADDITIONS TO CHAPTER 8 AND CHAPTER 9, KAUA’I
COUNTY CODE 1987, AS AMENDED, AND AMENDING
ZONING MAPS ZM-K100 (KEKAHA), ZM-W100 (WAIMEA),
AND ZM-H200 (HANAPEPE) (WEST KAUA’I COMMUNITY
PLAN) (ZA-2020-O7) (This item was Deferred with
amendments made to the West Kaua’i Community Plan
booklet only.)
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Councilmember Kuali’i moved to approve Bill No. 2797, seconded by
Councilmember Cowden.

Committee Chair Chock: At this time, I will suspend the rules so that
we can take public testimony. We have testifiers this morning-there are a few on the
list. The first speaker is Howard Greene. For everyone online testifying this
morning, and Mr. Greene if you have never testified, we have a timing system. If you
can see the lights, they are green, orange, and red. Green will signify when you are
able to start, and you will have up to six (6) minutes. Thirty (30) seconds before your
time is up, the light will turn orange, and red when your time is completed. Do you
have any questions? I would like to ask that you state your name for the record and
you may begin.

There being no objections, the rules were suspended to take public testimony.

HOWARD GREENE (via remote technology): My name is Howard
Greene. I am providing testimony in support of Bill No. 2797 regarding the West
Kaua’i Community Plan (Plan) and all of the associated Bills relating to that, which
are in front ~of you. I am testifying as a member of the Focus Group of the Plan. I
was asked by former Mayor Bernard P. Carvalho, Jr. to serve as a Focus Group
member based on my environmental management background. I believe we started
this process in early 2018 and I, would like to say that the Planning Department did
a tremendous job with their outreach, press releases, website, getting the word out
on the Westside, through coconut wireless, et cetera. The Planning Department did
a great job regarding outreach. I believe that the communities’ comments and ideas
were well-documented. No matter how farfetched, they were documented and vetted,
and it was a very interactive process. If you have taken the time to look at the
appendices in the Plan, you are able to see that all the comments and ideas were
documented and responded to in a very detailed fashion. The constant follow-up by
the Planning Department’s staff was tremendous in ensuring that everything was
captured correctly. I feel that they did a good job. Every square inch of the
communities’ questions were covered. I feel that nothing was left out regarding
housing, infrastructure, sea level rise, legacy sugar lands, and mills. In the last
twenty (20) years, we transitioned from agricultural to a tourism-based economy.
What the current and future populations of these areas will look like regarding jobs,
the quality of the jobs, Pacific Missile Range Facility, Barking Sands (PMRF), Köke’e
State Park, the rubbish dump was addressed, the island of Ni’ihau, et cetera. Their
maps and geographic information system (GIS) work... if you look at the Plan and all
their work, it is incredible. There are various phases that they went through, but I
am not going into all of them. Some examples are: the discovery phase, the small
group meetings, focus group meetings, open houses, along with the Sea Grant
community, vulnerability assessments, which were all included. In addition, they
explored ideas to further gain the communities’ interest, such as walking through the
communities, art poster contests, historic photograph contests, youth essay
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contests... they basically dug deep and got the community involved. I would like to
thank them for doing that. In closing, I would like to say that West Kaua’i has a
unique environment. The Plan will hopefully keep it that way. I would like to thank
the Planning Department for all their hard work. Thank you.

Committee Chair Chock: Thank you, Mr. Greene. Next on the list is
Tiani Kajiwara. Ms. Kajiwara, are you there?

TIANI KAJIWARA (via remote technology): Yes, I am here.

Committee Chair Chock: Good morning.

Ms. Kajiwara: Aloha mai kãkou, I would like to start with
my deepest aloha and mahalo to all of the Councilmembers, especially Committee
Chair Chock, Councilmember Cowden, and Councilmember Evslin, the Planning
Department, Ka’ãina, Leanora (Lea), and Marie, the Kekaha “uncles,” Mr. Ayudan,
Mr. Iguchi, and Mr. Agena. I, along with other members of our newly formed hui Ku
Kona A Ola, have never been involved in a process like this. However, we knew that
we could not sit back and watch as plans were being made for our future and the
future of our keiki, many of whom do not even understand any of this. It has been a
humbling experience and I applaud everyone mentioned above for being leaders in
our community. I am submitting testimony on behalf of myself and my ‘ohana who
has resided in Waimea for generations. When the time came to purchase a home, of
course I chose Waimea, because my roots run deep through this ‘ama, and I could not
imagine raising children anywhere else. The people, the environment, the history,
the blood, sweat, and the tears of all those who have come before us, is the reason
why I remain in Waimea, why I fight for Waimea, and I am against some of the
changes that the Plan is proposing. I know and I am related to a lot of people on the
Westside. From what I have observed within the past six (6) weeks since starting
this process, is that like me, they knew little to nothing of what was going on. I
attended the big meeting at the Waimea Theater, which was one (1) of the only
meetings that I could fit into my work schedule. I was informed, voiced my opinion,
and I never heard back from anyone thereafter. If that was the case for others, that
is the reason why our Westside community felt that they have also been left in the
dark. We, the hui Ku Kona A Ola, have taken it upon ourselves to start reaching out
to the community, get input, and have come back with over six hundred (600)
signatures of people who want to get informed, educated, and eventually involved
with something that will impact not only them, but their children. Yesterday, we put
out a survey on Google Formss and received over four hundred sixty (460) responses
online. We also went door-to-door to collect over one hundred (100) responses on the
issue of a deferral as well as certain oppositions pertaining to the Plan. It was sent
to the Council this morning. In this document, you will find several community
members who proposed a deferral and oppose a lot of the proposals found in the Plan.
I originally proposed a minimum six-month deferral to start a process that would
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involve our community, the people who are affected. However, I am aware of other
hui who will be impacted by this Plan who are against this amount of time, therefore,
I am requesting a two-month compromise. I understand that the public outreach
process has been ongoing for the past two (2) years, but it is evident that majority of
the community were not involved. Again, we were able to get over four hundred
sixty (460) signatures overnight, and over four hundred (400) surveys were received
in a day; yet it was mentioned that only one thousand (1,000) people shared input
throughout this two-year public outreach process. I am sure that you are all aware
that you serve at least twenty (20) times that number on the Westside. I am asking
that you do what we pay you for; serve us, help us, work with us, and give us more
time. I would like to end with “I au ‘i no ke au ‘i i ke kanaka,” “A chief is a chief
because of the people who serve him.” It was often used as a reminder to a chief to
consider his people. Mahalo.

Committee Chair Chock: Mahalo. Next up is Stevenette Lee.

STEVENETTE “COOKIE” LEE (via remote technology): Aloha, good
morning. My name is Stevenette Lee, “Cookie” to everyone in the community. My
husband has been in Waimea Valley for his entire life. He has not stepped out of
Waimea Valley to live anywhere else. He refuses to pass the Waimea Bridge and the
Waimea Dairy to find a home. This is his ‘ama. His family has been here for
generations, he does not like what is happening right now, and he was not informed.
I would like to thank all of you for trying to help us and reaching out, as well as the
Planning Commission and the Planning Department. Our problem is that we were
not informed about the open houses. Even then, that was a surprise. For us, our
problem is that we do not want what is happening here. We would like to see a
six-month deferral on this Plan. We are willing to compromise, but I do not see any
reason to compromise unless you are able to show us a good reason with people and
numbers that tell us that we need to move forward with this Plan. I went down the
road to every neighbor that I know. I am talking about “old time” neighbors that have
been here for generations who have no idea what I was talking about. They do not
know what we are talking about, so they do not know what is happening. The next
thing that you are going to tell them, “Oh, there is a walking path up there.” “In my
back yard, baby?” “Yes auntie, right up there on the berm.” “No, they are not able to
do that.” “Yes auntie, they are going to do that.” “Oh.” You then go to the next house
and auntie is saying, “What do you mean they are going to make a bike path up here?
Who is coming up here?” This is for “our” people, we live here. This is not a tourist
destination and we do not want it to become a “tourist” destination. We do not want
people in our neighborhood that do not live here. We choose to live here, and if they
choose to live here, this is how we live, and without the tourists being here. I can see
if people are up to see Menehune Bridge and Menehune Ditch. I would like to say
that it has not been maintained. When I moved here forty (40) years ago from
Honolulu, I saw that ditch, it was beautiful and maintained. It started leaking and
everyone in the neighborhood started calling the County. The County decided that
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the best fix was to cover it and so they covered a portion of it. Okay, good, it did not
leak for a while. It started leaking again and the same neighbors called in again. It
has yet to be fixed and it has been over twenty (20) years. The only time the swinging
bridge is maintained is when it washes out during a storm. If this is the kind of
maintenance that is going to happen with the new development that you have in this
Plan, it does not make any sense to me. You build something, you should maintain
it. If you have a house, you are not going to let it fall around your ears. You need to
maintain everything fronting Waimea Town. That word that you use “revitalize;” you
need to “renew” it. Do not build something new, but fix what we have, fix it the way
it is supposed to be, and keep the people here that is here. The visitors will come. If
they want to come, they are going to come, but it will be the type of visitors who want
to see how we really live, and not how you want us to live. I am sorry, I got emotional
and mad. I am upset. I need to state that everyone in the County tried to help.
However, what they did during the outreach, it did not reach the people. It did not
reach the older generation, and they have no idea what is going on in Waimea Valley.
That is my mana’o. My children will be here in twenty (20) years. I want them to
have what we see and what they grew up with—taro fields and playing in the river.
I do not want a cement crossing that is washed out and the County is not able to
maintain this area. Thank you for your time.

Committee Chair Chock: Thank you very much. Next up is Kauakea
Mata.

KAUAKEA MATA (via remote technology): Aloha.

Committee Chair Chock: Aloha.

Ms. Mata: Aloha mai kãkou. My name is Kauakea Mata.
On behalf of myself, my ‘ohana, Ku Kona A Ola, and our West Kaua’i community
supporters, I would like to mahalo all of you. We have been coming back for the past
six (6) weeks and you folks continue to listen. Mahalo to the Planning Department,
Ka’ãina and his team, for taking the task of implementing the process of the Plan.
By acknowledging and willing to work with our hui to ensure that we are being
informed of the process that you have all completed, and for addressing any concerns
that we may have either via E-mail, via Zoom, and/or on some occasions in person. I
would like to also mahalo the County Councilmembers for listening, supporting, and
acknowledging the concerns of our community; not just ours, but reaching out to other
small groups on the Westside, and getting guidance from them as well regarding this
matter. Councilmember Evslin and Councilmember Cowden, mahalo for reaching
out and meeting with us face-to-face, hearing, and being present with us.
Councilmember Kagawa, mahalo for all your support, for speaking up for us, and on
our behalf during the October 7th meeting. For us, it is a big deal when someone
stands up for us, especially for our ‘ama, where we are from, and for us that are from
the Westside. This is something that we are trying to achieve as young Westside
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citizens. Mahalo. Committee Chair Chock, mahalo for connecting and reaching out
to us, sharing mana’o, and guiding us through this process the best that you are able.
Also, taking into consideration everything that is happening around it. We recognize
all of you during this difficult task. We know that you all of you have a difficult
decision to make today. Again, mahalo. As all of you know, we are Kã Kona A Ola.
In the last six-weeks, we have been able to organize and have been diligently working
to educate and activate our West Kaua’i community. To date, we have been able to
gain support of nearly one thousand (1,000) of our West Kaua’i community members
via face-to-face meetings. We have met with small organized groups on the Westside
such as E Ola Mau Na Leo o Kekaha, Po’ai Wai Ola—which is responsible for the
return of the water to the Waimea River. We met and heard mana’o from our
community members, which include the “Kekaha uncles” on multiple occasions. We
met with the Planning Department on a few occasions. We also met personally with
County Councilmembers. After meeting with everyone, we feel that we still did not
have enough time to coordinate meetings with larger groups of community members.
Through this process, we want to ensure that we provide all of you with the voice that
is diverse and encompasses the true voices of not only individuals that have already
participated... four hundred eighty-two (482) members that have been documented on
the data provided on the westkauaiplan.org site, but from all the voices from West
Kaua’i. We also recognize that finance, budget, and election is a pressing issue for
finalizing this Plan; in addition to other initiatives put forth by other community
members. However, we do not believe that ethically these things should matter or
impact are primarily going to be solved by the ‘ama and as people of this place. We,
as Ku Kona A Ola, are here for the long haul. We are willing to put in as much time
needed to expand the foundation of the pillars and outlining the future of West Kaua’i
for our people. Please know that each of our members are connected in our
community. We have been raised in these Westside communities and we are invested
in ensuring that everything outlined in this Plan is in the best interests of our people
and our community. We are requesting for a six-month deferral and oppose
Bill No. 2797 through Bill No. 2802 in its entirety as we do not want the Plan to be
approved without specific amendments and narrative being addressed and supported
amongst our community members. We can assure you that during this time, the West
Kaua’i will be activated, engaged, and be ready to holomua. Mahalo to all of you.
Ultimately, mahalo to those who have reached out, provided guidance, met with our
hui, and who are waiting in the wings to be activated. Please know that as a resident
of Waimea, my family like Ms. Kajiwara’s have been there for many generations, our
roots run deep. Ku Kona A Ola has communicated to some of your County
Councilmembers and the Planning Department that we are always willing to work
with them, we are always willing to make a compromise, and we recognize that we
are not the only voice and that time would ensure that we are able to hear everyone’s
voice. For that, mahalo and we hope to continue working with all of you. A hui hou.

Committee Chair Chock: Mahalo. Next, we have Peleke Flores.
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PELEKE FLORES (via remote techonolgy): Aloha.

Committee Chair Chock: Aloha.

Mr. Flores: Aloha Councilmembers, Ka’ãina, the
Planning Department, and all our community members online. Mahalo for giving us
this time to speak again. My name is Peleke Flores and I am from Waimea, Kaua’i.
I am a member of Ku Kona A Ola. I have participated in almost every workshop in
HanapSpS and Waimea regarding the Plan alongside my wahine and our five (5) keiki.
At that time, they were eight (8) years old and under. Mahalo to the Planning
Department for all of their hard work, time, and the process. I have also mentioned
this to the Planning Department that I believe the process was great, but personally,
I did not feel that our attendance and community participation was well represented.
There was barely twenty to thirty people who attended the workshops in HanapépS
and Waimea. At that time, I participated the best that I could, but in the end, I feel
that there were not very many people. Even then, I tried to reach out to people to tell
them to join in and attend. We would like to defer any decisions made to the Plan for
a minimum of two (2) months with a maximum of six (6) months, so that we are able
to continue our connections to the community and getting the word out. We have
been talking to a lot of people from Kekaha to HanapëpS, including the Hui Hana
Pa’akai o HanapSpS, the “uncles” in Kekaha, community members, walking house to
house, Kaina Makua and his group, et cetera. People are waking up and wanting to
participate. The recent count of community members is approximately five hundred
twenty-seven (527). Ms. Kajiwara has recent data that she will be submitting via
Google Formss and responses. That is my kãhea, my call out, to defer a minimum of
two (2) months and maximum of six (6) months to be able to continue connecting with
our community, getting the word out, and working with the Planning Department.
Mahalo Ka’ãina for reaching out and spending time with us, and to the
Councilmembers who have connected to us on this issue. To all of the community
members that are listening, I hope that you folks engage with us to keep pushing
through. Mahalo nui ia ‘oukou a pau, aloha.

Committee Chair Chock: Mahalo. Next is Jamie Tia Koerte.

JAMIE TIA KOERTE (via remote technology): Aloha. Can you folks hear
me?

Committee Chair Chock: Yes. Good morning.

Ms. Koerte: Mahalo, kala mai, I am in the middle of class
this morning. Good morning, my name is Tia Koerte. I would like to echo today the
voices of Ku Kona A Ola. As you folks have heard, yesterday, we administered a

• survey to the West Kaua’i community regarding the approval of the Plan. I would
like to share data as of fifteen (15) minutes ago. Four hundred fifty-four (454)



PLANNING COMMITTEE 8 OCTOBER 21, 2020

responders agreed to opposing the final approval of this Plan, four hundred twenty
(420) have requested a six-month deferral, and there was a range of approximately
two hundred seventy-seven (277) to four hundred fifty (450) agreements regarding
specific opposition to amendments included within the existing Plan. As we continue
to inform and activate, we anticipate that this number will grow into the rest of the
day and/or weeks. For this reason, I strongly echo the voices of the West Kaua’i
community as well as Kã Kona A Ola in opposing the final approval of Bill No. 2797
and the Plan, requesting a deferral of this vote for a minimum of six (6) months. This
will allow our community to enhance and truly be able to contribute to the final
version of the Plan. With that said, I would like to mahalo Ka’ãina and the Planning
Department for all their hard work. This is not to negate the work that has already
been put in. In the last six (6) weeks, reaching to our group and others trying to come
to a compromise that is appropriate at this time. Committee Chair Chock, your
outreach and guidance has truly been invaluable for us and we really appreciate it.
Councilmember Kagawa, with you speaking out on October 7th, really helped to
validate as a Westside community member, that it is important for us to speak out if
there is anything within the Plan that is questionable. Last, but certainly not least,
the “uncles” out here in Kekaha, for helping to facilitate several conversations
between our group and the Planning Department and County Council. Mr. Iguchi,
Mr. Ayudan, and Mr. Agena, the mana’o that has been shared is extremely respected
and valued. I need to get back to class, but I wanted to keep this short and sweet.
Your consideration of this is truly appreciated. Mahalo nui.

Committee Chair Chock: Mahalo, Ms. Koerte. Next is Kaina Makua.

KAINA MAKUA (via remote technology): Aloha kakahiaka ia kãkou.

Councilmembers: Aloha.

Mr. Makua: Mahalo keia hui ana, mahalo no ka ae ana ia
makou, i’au no ho’i, i ka hãpai ana i kekahi manao. 0 makou ka hui Kã Kona A Ola.
He no mana’o no ko makou. Oia. Good morning, everyone. Councilmembers, I would
like to mahalo you folks for having us today. My name is Kaina Makua. I am part
of Ku Kona A Ola, which is a group we recently formed on the Westside. To the
Planning Department, Ka’ãina, mahalo for putting together the Plan. We truly
appreciate it as our members have previously stated. We are fine with disagreeing
and agreeing to disagree. What I am hearing from a lot of our members is for
compromise. It is obvious that we do not want anything less than six (6) months. We
want this deferred for six (6) months. It is obvious, we are going to be
straightforward, and tell you that this is what we want. We feel that we deserve this.
However, we are willing to compromise and ask for a two-month deferral and that
you give us until December. We have accumulated over one thousand (1,000) people
from our community who have voiced their opinion whether it was verbally, written
testimony, Google Forms, social media, et cetera, they have all come to us. We feel
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that it is our kuleana to hapai our Westside community. With that being said, we are
willing to work with Ka’ãina and the Planning Department to smooth out a lot of the
bumps that we will feel exists. I would like to reiterate what Ms. Kajiwara said: “I
au ‘i no ke au ‘i i ke kãnaka.” In the story of Umi-a-LIloa, there was an ali’i by the
name of Hãkau. I will not say that Hãkau was a bad person, but a lot of people on
Hawai’i Island did not care for what he was doing and got rid of him. Listen to the
people. If our voices are heard...if we can get our community to say, “Okay, we want
all of this,” we will be in approval. We want to give them the chance to be heard. All
we want is to be heard. We can agree to disagree, but we mahalo you folks for doing
the work that you have been doing. I would like to personally mahalo Uncle Buddy,
Uncle Dennis, and Uncle Garrett, for instilling your guidance and wise words.
Committee Chair Chock and Councilmember Kagawa, I mahalo the both of you for
keeping us in the ioop and guiding us on this path. To everyone else who listened,
hui mai, hui mai, ola. Mahalo.

Committee Chair Chock: Mr. Makua, I need clarification regarding
something you said. I understand that the testimony received is asking for a
six-month deferral but compromising to a two-month deferral. Regarding the Council
making that decision today, it would be in my interest to understand what goal is.
For instance, we had amendments in the last six (6) weeks that we pushed forward
from the group and other outlined communities. I am trying to get a good
understanding. On here, the compromise is asking for a two-month deferral, but it
is really because there are other pressing issues at the Hanapëp~ Salt Pond,
Brownfields, Airport Facilities, et cetera. I do not want a request for a two-month
deferral only for the pressing issues, especially if we are not able to accomplish what
we need to for Waimea. I need a clearer understanding of what we can discuss at the
table regarding what we are trying to accomplish. I understand that we got the
community activated and things are moving forward.

Mr. Makua: Do I have six (6) more minutes?

Committee Chair Chock: No, you can answer the question.

Mr. Makua: We made a kãhea, kani ka pü four (4) times,
and we have over one thousand (1,000) people. This is a two-year process. If you give
us two (2) months, that is our compromise. We obviously feel that we deserve six (6)
months. Within that two (2) months, I will guarantee that will have over one
thousand plus (1,000+) people to let their voices be heard. If their voices say, “pass
it,” we will agree, because it is a kãkou effort. We are not trying to dictate how the
Westside is going to be done. That is not our goal. We want the community to speak.
I will guarantee that if you give us until the end of December, we will have the voice
of the community.

Committee Chair Chock: Okay, fair enough, mahalo.
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Mr. Makua: Mahalo.

Committee Chair Chock: Next on the list is Kukona Makua.

KUKONA MAKUA, ILIAU MAKUA, AND KAHIAU MAKUA (via remote
technology): Mahalo to the County Council and the
Planning Department for all your hard work. My name is Kukona, I am eight (8)
years old, and I live in Waimea. My name is Iliau, I am ten (10) years old, and I live
in Waimea. I am Kahiau Makua, I am thirteen (13) years old, and I live in Waimea.
We do not want the Plan to be approved. In twenty (20) years, I will be here. I do
not want the hotel because if the hotel is built then more people are going to come to
this side. In twenty (20) years, I will be here. I do not want a hotel because a lot of
tourists are going to come here, it will be crowded, and we already have enough
people. In twenty (20) years, I will be here. I do not want a hotel to be built because
I do not want the Westside to look like the North, East, and Southside. This is
Waimea—not Kapa’a, not Lihu’e, and not Köloa. Mahalo for having us.

Committee Chair Chock: Mahalo lea leo o nã keiki. Iliau Makua, did
you have anything else to add? You were next on the list, but I am guessing that was
your testimony. Did you have something else that you would like to add? Okay,
mahalo, thank you. Next on the list is Lorraine Parongao.

LORRAINE PARONGAO (via remote technology): Hi everyone, I am
also in the middle of class, kala mai. I am Lorraine Parongao from Kaumakani,
Kaua’i. Mahalo for the opportunity to be heard. This will be short and simple. My
‘ohana and I would like the chance to be heard and to help contribute to the Plan. We
oppose the voting of the Plan and request a minimum six-month deferral. Mahalo
for your time.

Committee Chair Chock: Mahalo. Next is Malia Chun. That will
conclude the testifiers on my list. Malia, are you there?

MALTA CHUN (via remote technology): Aloha mai kãkou.
Councilmembers and the Planning Department, mahalo nui. I know that it has been
a very long, drawn-out process for all of you. We appreciate all the time that you have
invested in our community in creating this Plan. I am sharing this testimony to
strongly urge the Planning Department to defer Bill No. 2797 and the approval of the
Plan for another six (6) months. It sounds like it could possibly be two (2) months. I
urge the Planning Department to use this extended period to meet with the West
Kaua’i community members to clearly explain how and why specific proposals are
being made, and how and why some were recently amended. Give citizens the
opportunity to thoroughly understand and discuss the plans that were proposed. I
know the deferral seems like a reactive process given the efforts of the Planning
Department for the last few years. However, it is clear from the testimony that was
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provided that an important demographic was missing from this process. That
demographic is the Makua generation. I know, and I attended several of the planning
meetings. It is difficult beyond a workday to make time to meet and be part of such
an important process. The Makua generation and the küpuna who do not have access
to social media outlets to constantly inform them on the planning process. The two-
month to six-month deferral will help us to be proactive in catalyzing that missing
demographic. It is an opportunity for the Planning Department and County Council
to clarify and engage with a group of kama’äina who are stepping forward and really
represent that Makua generation whose children will be impacted the most regarding
this Plan. On behalf of our keiki, we urge you to please allow us this time and we
thank you so much for your consideration. Mahalo nui.

Committee Chair Chock: Mahalo. Okay, is there anyone else wishing
to testify? I will call the meeting back to order.

There being no further testimony, the meeting was called back to order, and
proceeded as follows:

Committee Chair Chock: This item will come up later in the day, we
will recess at this time.

There being no objections, the meeting recessed at 9:25 a.m.

The Committee reconvened at 11:55 a.m. and proceeded as follows:

Committee Chair Chock: I would like to reconvene the Planning
Committee. We are currently on Bill No. 2797. Committee Members, we have four
(4) amendments to introduce: two (2) by Councilmember Evslin and two (2) by
Councilmember Cowden. All these amendments have been vetted with the Planning
Department and have their support for passage. After the amendments are
introduced, I would like to come back to the discussion on deferral or not, and the
options moving forward. At this time, if there are no objections, I would like to ask
Councilmember Evslin to move forward on the first amendment.

Councilmember Evslin moved to amend Bill No. 2797, as circulated, and as
shown in the Floor Amendment, which is attached hereto as Attachment 1,
seconded by Councilmember Kagawa.

Councilmember Evslin: Ka’ãina, Marie, or Committee Chair Chock,
would you like to share information about the amendment?

There being no objections, the rules were suspended.
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1VIARIE WILLIA1VIS, Long-Range Planner: I am sorry Councilmember
Evslin, which amendment are you referring to?

Councilmember Evslin: We are starting with Kã Kona A Ola.

Committee Chair Chock: Yes, thank you.

Ms. Williams: This is an amendment package submitted by
the hui. We, the Planning Department, would like to thank them for reading
thoroughly through the Waimea Town Plan section. They reviewed the goals and
objectives related to the land use of the policy and reviewing the other sections
connected to the circulation, shared spaces, and heritage resources. We reviewed
everything and felt that we were able to support many of the words, changes,
clarification of language, and the emphasis on certain aspects that the hui felt was
important. In some cases, we proposed technical amendments to be consistent with
the County documents such as the County’s roadway, designs, and standards. There
are quite a few—there are at least ten (10) or eleven (11) pages of amendments. I do
not speak for the hui. If you have any questions about the amendments, I can try to
answer them.

Committee Chair Chock: If I may, Councilmember Evslin, I would like
to mention some of the highlights. First, the bigger amendment being introduced
addresses the interest of Kã Kona A Ola. It was in response to their request that the
Planning Department put this together to create a feedback loop moving forward if
this Plan is passed to allow not only this group, but others from the Westside
community to reengage to come up with additional amendments that might be in
their interests. That is the first one on page 1. There are quite a few pages. If you
want to take your time to review it, and if you have any questions on it. From my
perspective, many of these were wordsmithing. Councilmember Cowden.

Councilmember Cowden: On page 6, number 14, 2. It says, “Carefully
manage visitor impacts to Waimea Town so its unique, small-town character is
protected”—and that is very clear. Page 6, number 14, a. “Future resort development
may only occur in the area designated ‘resort’ on the town plan and is required to
retain the size and scale of the Waimea Plantation Cottages.” Is this saying that they
are not able to add the extra sixty (60) acres of one-unit per acre for the provisional
resort element? Is that what this means?

Committee Chair Chock: No. I will let the Planning Department
respond to this. As you can see, this amendment eliminates verbiage and it is made
clear where the designation is occurring versus the entire Waimea Town.

Councilmember Cowden: Okay.
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Committee Chair Chock: Are there any additional comments from the
Planning Department?

Ms. Williams: Yes. The existing draft states what is
previewed or currently exists within the provisional resort area adjacent to the
Waimea Plantation Cottages area for resorts. That change is in the existing draft of
the Plan. This language clarifies that any future resort development could only occur
in that specific area and that there is no intention for a resort expansion to occur
outside of that. For example, this is to clarify that we do not want all of Waimea
Town to be in the Visitor Destination Area (VDA)—the language is meant to clarify
this.

Councilmember Cowden: Thank you.

Committee Chair Chock: Are there any further questions regarding
these amendments? They are straightforward. Councilmember Evslin.

Councilmember Evslin: I have a clarification, as Councilmember
Cowden alluded to the RR-1 component, that language is in there specifying the RR-1.
This would be a separate section.

Committee Chair Chock: Correct.

Councilmember Evslin: This would be ordinarily tailored.

Committee Chair Chock: Correct. Are there any further questions?

Councilmember Evslin: There are two (2) things that stand out to me
that I feel is worth mentioning. There is a lot of emphasis in these amendments that
restoring and maintaining the existing bathrooms, which seems to be important to
the community. Also, support for transitional housing for those experiencing
homelessness is important to highlight.

Committee Chair Chock: Yes. Thank you. Councilmember Cowden.

Councilmember Cowden: Page 8, 19, c., it takes out the word revitalize
and says, “Support and promote private landowners to revitalize the Waimea Mill
site as a central location for commerce.” Who owns that site right now? I called and
looked into this one (1) year ago. The person who owned this was from Los Angeles
who did not return any of my calls.

Committee Chair Chock: I will let the Planning Director respond to
this.
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Ms. Williams: I believe the Waimea Mill is owned by
Kikiaola Land Co., Ltd.

Councilmember Cowden: Okay. I am sorry, I was thinking Kekaha.
Disregard, thank you.

Committee Chair Chock: It states “revitalizing.”

Councilmember Cowden: Yes. I am sorry, I was thinking Kekaha.

Committee Chair Chock: Are there any further questions regarding
these amendments? Councilmember Cowden.

Councilmember Cowden: Page 9, Regarding Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics (STEA1\/I) and Science, Technology, Resilience,
Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics (STREAM) readiness which is an acronym for...

Committee Chair Chock: Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and
Mathematics. It was Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM), it
became STEAM, and now it is STREAM.

Councilmember Cowden: This is regarding schools, is that correct?
When we are adding STREAM, it says, “such as through the Pacific Missile Range
Facility (PMRF), agricultural companies, the University of Hawai’i. Existing
non-profits such as Kaua’i Community Science Center,” are we talking about
nonprofit organizations?

Committee Chair Chock: Yes. Some of these nonprofit organizations
were already included in the current draft. There has been some added that is within
the economic development section.

Councilmember Cowden: Who are Kumano I Ka Ala and IWI Kua?

Committee Chair Chock: I would broadly mention that they were some
of the people that were on the call testifying this morning.

Councilmember Cowden: Okay.

Committee Chair Chock: Are there any further questions? If not, I will
move forward with the vote. I want to ensure that you are comfortable with this.

There being no objections, the meeting was called back to order, and proceeded
as follows:


































































